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Another poll 
shake-up puts 
Clemson on top 


Coaches move Tigers to No. 1as Alabama 
and Miami take a dive. In Sports 
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IN NEWS 


Conyers leaves his 
Judiciary panel post 


Michigan Democrat quits as ranking 
member amid harassment probe 


Time Inc. agrees to be 
sold to rival publisher 


Meredith will buy publisher of Time, 
People and Sports Illustrated 


IN OPINION 


After Weinstein, 
reconsider Pence rule 


Vice president’s guide could protect 
your reputation and your marriage 


IN MONEY 


2017’s best tech items 
will eat at your wallet 


This year’s standout products often 
come with a hefty price tag 


IN SPORTS 


L.A. makes statement, 
tops streaking Saints 


Rams snap New Orleans’ eight-game 
win streak, 26-20, stay atop NFC West 


IN LIFE 


Paul Reiser pulls back 
curtain with ‘Johnny’ 


There’s ... Johnny! is a coming-of-age 
story set on The Tonight Show 


Here’s looking at 
beloved ‘Casablanca’ 


As the quotable classic celebrates 
75 years, check out our fun facts 
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USA SNAPSHOTS? 


Tl 


The U.S. immigrant population, 
legal and illegal, hit a record 


43.7million 


in 2016, up 12.6 million since 2000. 


SOURCE U.S. Census Bureau 
MIKE SMITH, PAUL TRAP/USA TODAY 


New crop of watchdog groups 
springs from Trump’s tenure 


Opponents target administration in an aggressive hunt for any ethical violations 


Fredreka Schouten 
USA TODAY 


WASHINGTON - One group has filed 
12 lawsuits targeting either President 
Trump or the actions of his administra- 
tion. Another organization has submit- 
ted 527 public-records requests sprin- 
kled throughout the federal govern- 
ment. Yet another has collected 1.3 mil- 
lion signatures calling for Trump’s 
impeachment. 

The biggest risk to Trump’s presiden- 
cy may be special counsel Robert Muell- 


“We are ina crisis of 
ethics. ... And it began 
with the president’s 
decision not to divest 


from his businesses.” 
Noah Bookbinder 


Executive director of Citizens for Responsibility 
and Ethics in Washington 


ers high-profile investigation into pos- 
sible collusion between the Trump cam- 
paign and Russia in the 2016 election, 
which already has led to criminal 
charges against two Trump campaign 
advisers and a guilty plea from a third. 

But the president faces an aggressive 
cottage industry of watchdog groups 
that are closely tracking — and chal- 
lenging — his every move. New groups 
have launched this year, and others 
have expanded their missions, flush 


See ETHICS, Page 2A 


Holiday shopping season is off and running 


doors at 2 p.m. on Thanksgiving Day. COURTNEY SACCO/CORPUS CHRISTI CALLER-TIMES 


Record Cyber Monday 
could signal full sprint 


Charisse Jones 
USA TODAY 


Retailers got off to a strong start to 
the holiday season over the Thanks- 
giving weekend as shoppers set rec- 
ords in online purchases and hit the 
malls in a big way. 

But the next big test comes with 


Black Friday shoppers 
spent $5.03 billion. 
The Cyber Monday 
forecast: $6.6 billion. 


Shoppers search through boxes of boots at J.C. Penney in Corpus Christi, Texas, after the department store opened its 


Cyber Monday, when consumers are ex- 
pected to take to their keyboards in rec- 
ord numbers to chase online discounts. 

Shoppers spent $5.03 billion on 
Black Friday, traditionally one of the 
biggest shopping days of the year, 
16.9% more than on that day in 2016. 


See SHOPPING, Page 2A 


France finally weighs setting age of consent 


Maya Vidon 
Special to USA TODAY 


PARIS - As a campaign to crack 
down on sexual harassment intensi- 
fies, France is considering doing 
something long ago adopted in other 
Western nations: setting a minimum 
age of consent for sex. 

In recent court cases, judges have 
refused to prosecute men for having 
sex with minor children because there 
was no proof of coercion. 

“We want the irrefutable presump- 
tion that a minor cannot agree to en- 
gage in sex with an adult,” said Cather- 


ine Brault, a lawyer who defends child 
victims in Paris. 

The measure is part of proposed 
legislation to curb “lecherous” behavior 
in France, part of the fallout from the 
sexual harassment scandals that have 
erupted in the United States and since 
spread to France. 

Adults now can be charged with 
groping and sentenced to a maximum of 
five years in prison if they're found 
guilty of abusing a child under 15. The 
more serious charge of aggravated sexu- 
al assault or rape of a child carries a sen- 


See CONSENT, Page 2A 


An activist’s banner at a protest in 
Paris on Nov. 14 reads: “For him 
impunity, for her a life sentence.” 
CHRISTOPHE ENA/AP 
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